Allen Park High School

18401 Champaign








September 7, 2011
Allen Park, MI 48101

313.928.4719

timbrown@apps.k12.mi.us

Dear Student and Parent(s)/Guardian(s):

Welcome to a new school year of mathematics at Allen Park High School.  I am here to provide an enjoyable learning experience that will ensure a successful school year for all your students.  My job is to help students grow and develop their mathematic skills using a variety of methods and approaches that adhere to local, state, and national curricular guidelines.  I am here to help, so please feel free to contact me with any concerns and/or needs.  It is easiest to contact me via email at the address above.  This is your students’ first homework assignment for the semester.  Please read the following document, complete and sign the last page, and return it to me byThursday, September 8, 2011.

Classroom Rules:
These rules are posted on the wall in each classroom.  They are to be followed every day in each class.

1. Respect all people and their possessions.

2. Students are to begin class without the teacher’s direction.

3. Come prepared for class: books, folders, writing utensils, and assignment stapled before the bell rings.

4. Raise your hand to speak or leave your seat.

5. Always put forth your best effort in all that you do.

· All rules, policies, and procedures in the school code of conduct must be followed.

· No one may return to their locker after class begins for anything (unless a tardy is used).

Consequences:
Should a student choose to break a classroom rule, the following consequences will apply.

1st Offense = verbal warning and/or speak with teacher after/during class regarding behavior.

2nd Offense and beyond = detention following a conference with teacher after class and/or sent to the assistant principal’s 

office with a referral (parent phone call will follow).

· Severe infractions will result in the student being sent to the office with a referral and parent phone call without a warning.
· An after school conference/detention between the student and teacher may be assigned at any point throughout this process and will be done without parental contact.
· Detentions will be 10 minutes to one hour in length and must be served within two days of the incident.
· Skipped detentions will result in an extended detention period and/or a referral.
What to Expect in Mr. Brown’s Class:
· When the bell rings all students are expected to be in their seats, not talking, working on the five-minute check, with last night’s homework assignment out on your desk waiting to be checked by me.  You will only have five minutes to complete the assignment.

· Upon completion of the five-minute check questions from last night’s homework will be answered on the board.  These questions will be thoroughly explained by me or other students in the class.

· During the five-minute check/question and answer session, I will quickly walk around the room and check your homework assignment.
· At this time the next lesson will be explained (or an exploration/extension activity may occur).  Students are expected to take notes during all explanations.  We will then practice some questions together as a class, followed by the assigning of homework for the night.
· Exploration and extension activities will be either individual or cooperative in nature.  All students will be graded on an individual basis during group assignments.
· Students are expected to use the remainder of the class time to work on their homework assignment.
Grading Policy:
A student’s grade will be determined by a variety of factors throughout a grading period.  These include homework assignments, five-minute checks (class openers), quizzes, tests, cooperative learning activities, classroom activities, projects, journal writing, and constructed response questions.  An overall grade will be determined by cumulative point totals at the end of the card marking and referenced to the school’s standard for assigning letter grades (including + and -).  The semester grade will be calculated combining the percentages of the two card markings and their exam.  They will be weighted as 40%, 40% and 20% respectively. 


Assessments:

· Homework: 5 points each.  These assignments will be given every night and will be graded for completeness and spot checked for correctness.

· Daily Class Openers: 5-10 points per week.  This assessment is based on the previous night’s homework assignment and will be completed within the first 5 minutes of class.  A quiz may take the place of a class opener.

· Quizzes: 5-50 points each.  Students will have one or two quizzes/week based on previous homework assignments.

· Tests: 50-200 points each.  Tests will always occur at the end of each unit and may be given at a longer unit’s midpoint.

· Classroom/Cooperative Learning Activities: 5-50 points each depending on their size and duration.  Classroom activities will occur at various points in each unit.

· Projects: 20 – 100 points each depending on their size and duration.  Projects will include a variety of authentic assessment strategies.

· Writing Assignments: 5-50 points each.  A variety of constructed response questions will be assigned throughout the semester.  All writing rules will apply for each constructed response question.

· No late work will be accepted for any reasons other than excused absences.  Absent work is the only exception and the student is responsible for approaching the teacher to determine what he or she missed immediately upon their return to class.  Students are also responsible for obtaining class notes.  The work must be completed within two days of their return to class (see page 5 of the school code of conduct).  Students participating in sports, music, student council, and all other school related activities will not receive additional time to complete assignments due to an absence while participating in school events.  If a student is aware that they will miss a class period, they are responsible for acquiring their assignments in advance. No work will be accepted from students who are absent due to an unexcused absence, per school policy.
Grading Scale:

100 – 94
A

83 – 80
B-

69 – 67
D+

93 – 90

A-

79 – 77
C+

66 – 64
D

89 – 87

B+

76 – 74
C

63 – 60
D-

86 – 84

B

73 – 70
C-

59 – 0
E

Tardies and Attendance: (this policy is subject to change based on the building wide policy changes.)

· My classroom tardy and attendance policy coincides with the building tardy and attendance policy.  See the student code of conduct for details.

Materials:
· Pencil, eraser, paper, math folder, math book, spiral notebook for math journal, and homework assignment.

· A graphing calculator is required as indicated in the Course Offering Guide. The Texas Instruments TI-84 plus is the recommended/required calculator.
Please feel free to contact me with any concerns or questions you may have.  I will return your call as soon as possible.  I look forward to working with you and your student to make this a highly educational semester.

Thank you for your support,

Mr. Brown

Mathematics

Allen Park High School

Please detach, sign and return by Thursday, September 08, 2011.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Algebra II Syllabus
I have read and understand the information presented in this syllabus.

Student Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature _____________________________________________________________________ Date: _______________

Parent/Guardian Signature ______________________________________________________________ Date: _______________

To be filled out by parent/guardian:

Home Phone: __________________________________________

Work Phone: __________________________________________

Parent e-mail address: __________________________________________________________________________

Your e-mail is the best method of communication with me throughout the semester.  If you are concerned or interested in the progress of your student, you can e-mail be at timbrown@apps.k12.mi.us and I will send you an email in approximately 24 hours.  Please take advantage of this technological opportunity.
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